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have ourselves created. Al present, though, the measures o staunch the epidemic
seem to demand that we isolate ourselves from the outside world, with a predictable
sense of estrangement from lived situations and, further, the loss of opportunites to
develop emotions, let alone sympathy for others.

Following last year's Summer Institute, we again looked forward to a summer
activity this year, bringing together students from both the University of Tokyo and
Peking University. Yet with the current moratorium on international exchange of
personnel, many academic symposia were canceled. Under such circumstances,
we resolved that instructors working for the East Asian Academy for New Liberal
Arts, both at UTokyo and abroad, should not suspend our communications if at all
possible. Determined to press forward, we quickly reached a consensus that the
summer activity would be held online this year. At the same time, we also converged
on a shared idea that the students' own experiences should be considered as the
ore topic for us 1o think through the pandemic. As for the aim of the event, instructors
did not specifically voice it in advance, but | belleve that it became self-evident: .., it
would be the specific experiences of every one of us that constitute the imagination of
our future lfe. Although we cannot communicate face to face, we stil need to maintain
every available channel of communication and take full advantage of the new means
of communication offered by high technology as a way to cultivate our collective
emotions and to lay the foundation for long-term academic friendship. It is precisely
because international exchange cannot presently be realized that communication
Should be intensified.

Ata larger scale of human endeavor, our scholarly cooperation may be negligible,
but we have great aspirations, such that both instructors and students bear a heavy
burden and embark on a long road. | believe that we can follow a path of shared
hope together, as long as we have the collective basis of academic friendship. The






OPS/images/bg00800001.jpg
ISHIl Tsuyoshi

. AHE

EAA Deputy Director

It might not be an overstatement to say tha, in retrospect, the year 2020 will be seen
as an important turning point in human history. The direct cause of the crisis is not
the global pandemic of COVID-19 — that only pulled the trigger, s to speak. Rather,
the principal cause lies in the various syndromes and institutional failures plaguing
human society, which have gradually surfaced as material conditions have improved.
Since the beginning of the modern period, we have experienced a variety of problems
stemming from the failure of our institutions to adapt to changing conditions. The
outbreak of COVID-19, for example, has provoked socio-economic grievances that
have already existed for a long time. Now that matters have reached this stage, it
behooves us to think through a question: could it be said that we do ot have any
deal blueprint for the collective direction of our future development? As we strive for
a better world, the present outiook and emphasis on development aimed at improving
technology and economic productivity may sirongly impede our collective imagination
In fact, the painful shortcomings of such an imagination could be seen as one of
the root causes of the present crisis of survival faced by all human beings. In other
words, regarding this crisi, it must be acknowledged that academia, including ts core.
mission of philosophical thinking, must iself also shouider much responsibily.

Any great imagination cannot do without minute experiences in daily lfe. It cannot
flow only from abstract and rational speculations, but stems from the physical, specific,
seemingly insignificant and even irational sensory experiences. Yet, with the outbreak
of the pandemic, we have been plunged even deeper into a world of virtual, online
communication, which narrows and further reduces the chances for these sensory

experiences. The Chinese characler f§ [ging) means both "emotion" and "situation.

Ifitis said that a collective sense of the good is needed for our imagination of a beter
world, then the sharing of emotions must be an indispensable basis. The wisdom of
Chinese philosophy tells us that emotion is a response to extemal situations that we
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The pandemic we now are experiencing has posed great challenges: a return o closed
borders, isolationist nationalism, a deepening gap betwsen haves and have-nots, the
development of technology, and bio-politcs, to lst a few. We may have already perceived
these challenges, but not devoted more attention to them. Yet they now appear more clearly
and raise many questions about the fulure, e.g. the world thirty years from today.

I the midst of this, EAA aims 1o play a crical role in revisiting and reshaping key values
‘about human beings or *human co-becomings” by drawing on the wisdom of the humanifies.
Holding the EAA Summer Institute 2020 has been one of the attempts to tackle ths. We were
finally able to realize the Summer Institute in a hybrid form, to connect PKU and UTokyo
EAA students both on- and offine, and 1o have a shared discussion of *Personal Thoughts
and Experience under the Pandemic,” which was our theme for this year. It was a welcome.
surprise o recognize the significance of getiing logether, especially when seeing the happy
face of a first.year student who was on campus for a first symposium. In this fashion, we are
making the most of the development of technology through this pandemic; we from PKU and
UTokyo are sharing time while being in different places.

By exploring the text of “Ouyou xinying u fielu LB/ & #0151 and Giorgio Agamben's
discourse on Covid-19, as presented by Professors OUYANG Zhesheng and ZHANG
Yongle from PKU, and Professor WANG Qin from UTokyo, the student participants from both
countries had the opportunity to reflect on these discourses in the current situation, and to
contemplate their own. Above all, the word “pandemic” originates from *pan-demos,” meaning
“all people,” which serves to remind us al of both its present manifestation and underlying
meaning. None of us can escape from it | hope this report wilransport you to where we are,
help convey our memories, and our attempts under the pandemic.

Last but not least, | would like to express my gratitude to all who were committed to
realize the Summer Institute 2020, especially our assistant professors Dr. KOO Yoojin and
Dr. MAENO Seitaro who devoted great effort in preparation for the Institute. And | would fike.
10 express my deep thanks to DAIKIN Industries, Ltd. in particular, which cherishes the value
of the humanilies, and enables us to imaginatively explore the rich mine of the humanities,
and 1o pracice itin a new and daring way.
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Afterword

This is the second report of the summer intensive seminar (‘Summer Institute’)
conducted by the East Asian Academy for New Liberal Arts (EAA) at the University
of Tokyo (UTokyo) and Peking University (PKU). It is, at the same time, a record of
our work to build interational, scholarly dialogue under the current restrictions of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This report collects muliingual essays by both UTokyo and PKU participants. We
appreciate the generous cooperation of the PKU staff. The students described their
experiences of reading, discussing, and thinking in three languages: English, Chinese,
and Japanese. Although the pandemic constrained the partcipants under the present
order of social and geographical distance, we fel the emphasis on humanistic dialogue
was effective in actively breaking through some barriers. Digital communication tools.
Such as Zoom and WeChat served us well this year. We prepared an ice-breaking
session for the first day, during which the students exchanged contact details,
e.g. smartphone QR codes on a projector screen to connect with one another via
messaging apps. In this fashion, active and friendly communications could emerge
in a space that was both physical and virtual. It was an unforgettable scene that
reinforced our sense of the potential of communication.

Atpresent, the end of the COVID-19 epidemic is not yet in view, though we
pray the pandemic situaion addressed here wil become a ‘record of the past. Our
practices under these exceptional circumstances might supply some clues for new
frameworks of liberal arts education. Sil, we would be most pleased if this intensive
Seminar proves fruitfu for the students as they cultivate their own future.

EAA Project Assistant Professors Yoojin Koo and Seitaro Maeno
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Start from a pair of concepts...

bios  The form of manner in which life is lived

ZO@  The biological fact of life

the naked life, and the fear of losing it,is not something that brings men and|

women together, but something that biinds and separates them. ¥ Cheung

—Agamben,Clarifications7/03/2020

Group 2 is making a presentation
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al, the incompatibilty between our desire to place
everything in some sort of neat framework and the
actual state of the world is as old as the “world"
itsel,

During his lecture, Prof. Wang time and again
stressed the importance of gathering together
and as he drew his conclusion, | was left with the
impression that he considered the act of gathering
together essentially to be “enough’. | guess | agree,
1 thought - the whole argument seemed great, and
1 could see how meaningful it was for the context
we all shared. But wait, how could | agree? By
that time, it had been two months that people in
Buigaria were gathering together in a protest which
had brought virtually no result. No meeting of the
demands on part of the government. No response
from the EU, our local champion of democracy and
togetherness. Hardly any international attention.
It simply seemed that no, gathering together was
agonizingly not “enough’. It was not -but it was and
tillis, by all means, the only thing worth doing. In
the end, | think that the act of realizing this is what
Prof. Wang actually regarded as *enough. Maybe
this is my conclusion as well

It would probably be a good idea to end this

Aprotestng woman in
Sofia meets an accepting
hand as she offers floners
1o1he polce. Source: van
Stishv

(s facobook.
comatuienasotal
pholosia 1556138074675,
B48271071430588496 )

with some sort of touching disclaimer about how
despite everything, we as people are still most
definitely connected on some higher level, which
in turn brings us very much together in il of our
experiences as human beings. But instead of doing
that, | would ke 1o suggest that | am writing this and
you are reading, tis proof enough that we share all
of those beliefs. And that no matter how “exceptional

things get, we are not giving them up.

(1) Buigaria was ially ot it by the virus as seriously a5
the US or Wester Europe, and the measures taken by the
government, e ciized by many, id ot spark substantial
social unvest. However, | am aware tht reating the issue a5
compltaly unrelated to the COVID-19 pandermic would mean
1o oversimpify it On the other hand, reatig the two as one
big problem wouid n turm maain t overlok the partcuiares
ofthe siuation, whih s what | woud ika 0 a0

(2) Having said that, 1 should reaffirm the fact that
undoubtecly there are many factors ~ may it be cullural,
ecanomic or polical - which seem to have played a ole
in determining how different countries and their people
roacted towards socialdstancing and resirictions on human
interactions in general. When it comes o the mulitude of
ifrent experionces during the curent pandemic, | wish to
consicer tis s shaping ciferent sides of he same argument.

2
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enough to bring masks, but a good porton of them
kept those masks in questionable places, such as.
necks, wiists, and elbows. Yet even among those
fearful voices one could get a sense of engagement,
as opposed to straightforward resistance, and a
common notion that something big was on the

The first week of protests passed. Then the
second. And then a month passed. Three months.
will have passed n just a few days. Over the course
of this time, no skyrocketing of new cases was.
noted in Bulgaria. In fact, after the first month the.
reported number of infections began to drop. This.
Gould have, of course, not been the case. We could
have instead gotten a record number of infections,
our already poor health system could have come.
crashing down, thousands of people could have.
died. It could have been a disaster. And this could
il happen. To this day we still smply do not know
enough about COVID-19 in order to make any.
definiive conclusions. In this sense, what people in
Bulgaria decided to do back in July could in no way
serve as a model of conduct, nor should we make
any assumptions or judgements about the virus.
based on that experience alone.

But just as Agamben proved unimpressed by
similar “trivialties”, | too see in this something far
more crucial than numbers and statistcs. | see the.
fact that when the time came, the importance of
gathering and standing up for what we value as a
people was not a question— it was a precondition
A default mode of thinking so obvious that it simply
id not reqire discussion. An interalized belief,the.
value of which falls way above whatever “the new
normal* is supposed to extend into (2). Because
what does it extend into really? Is it the mere
structure of our daily [fe? Or is it the value system,
which we are supposed to have consciously chosen
as a keystone of this same lfe?

Now back to Japan, where a radically different
dynamic, symbolized by the use of strange
language such as 7, set the tone for a different
type of social discussion. Since | live in Japan, it

would be only natural o try and contextualize my
experience wihin Japan. But while people in Tokyo
were encouraged to stay in Tokyo and not visit
their families, poteniall again raising the question
of what the “home” part of *stay at home" means,
1 somehow felt displaced on a whole different
level. Faced with the way people were acting in
Bulgaria, the intellectualization of questions, the
answers to which appeared to be obvious (1ke why
itis actually important to gather together) simply
seemed irelevant. Maybe even laughable. But most
importanty - somewhat disturbing and scary. If one
feels the need to spend time and energy discussing
Whether gathering together is auxiiary or nol wihin
the so-called “new normal", then does that mean
that gathering together was never a value o begin
with? Or is it that we simply do not mind giving
up on our values whenever things get heated (or
“exceptional'j?

That being said, it seems like intellectualizing
the importance of gathering together was most
definitely one of the main things we did over the
duration of the Summer Institute. And honestly, |
found it provocative, fuful, and inspirng. So - does
this make me schizophrenic?

Maybe you could tell me what you think after
you finish reading this. But if we accept that
Schizophrenia suggests the maintenance of multple
states of mind within a single frame, then this
actually seems to me Ike a good description of what
the world s going through with this pandemic. As
Prof. Nakajima pointed out, the word “pandem
can be broken down to “pan’ (all) and “demos
(people). The concept of a pandemic stretches out
like a big frame, encompassing all of us within its
reaim. Yet regardiess of how comforting it might fee!
1o think that we are all going through the same thing
and experiencing it together, it does seem that this
frame is actually being filed up with a mind-bogging
array of very diferent experiences coming from very
diferent mindsets. So - does this make the world

itself schizophrenic?
Well, maybe it has always been like this. Afier
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but rather it is sublated into nothing.

After the conflict between form and content s
resolved through sublation, there should come the
new paradigm of communication in the age of social
distancing. On the way toward the reconstruction
of our model of communication, distance becomes
de- distance, remoteness becomes nearness,
concealing becomes revealing, and finally, absence
becomes presence.
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apologize in advance if | end up straying away

from what an activity report is presumably
supposed 1o include. However, | do believe that
whatever activity we initiated during our three
days together is not (and should not) be limited to
those three days alone. With this in mind, while
still anchoring myself within the topics that we
discussed, | would like 1o focus on some of the
things that went on in my head yet failed to reach
my mouth. In short, | plan to talk about some
personal thoughts. By doing so, | also hope to
compensae for not making ths perspective a bigger
part of our group's presentation on the last day.

With that said, let us for a moment take after
Liang Qichao, as we leave the realms of East Asia
and head for Europe. And whie we are at it, let us
also go a few months back n time too.

th of July is the date that marks the first day of
the mass protests, which have been sweeping my
home country of Bulgaria for the past three months.
s this is neither a newspaper article, nor a poliical

analysis, | will spare you the details of wha initiated
these protests and what the state of Bulgarian
politics regretfully is like. What | will say is that for
the past three months this has been the single most
important, most widely discussed social issue in the
country. The demands are simple - protesters are
calling for the resignation of the current government,
the resignation of the chief prosecutor, and the
organization of early elections. Slogans include
such phrases as “Out with the mafi

No more

corruption” and *I want my country back”. And
regardless of how convenient it may seem to think
otherwise from the outside, unlike the unrest in
the US, the situation has very ltte to do with the
pandemic itself(1). It does however have everything
o do with another crisis we are facing and it also

has a “demos” n is root.

At the beginning of the protests, a few fearful
Voices deemed the decision as a dangerous one,
for it was unclear how it would affect the spread of
the virus. Admittedly, while some of the protesters
wore masks, others did not. Many were responsible

2
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necessary to suspend its application’(2005:40),
or “the rule, suspending itself, gives rise o the
exception and, maintaining itself in relation (o the
exception,fst constitutes itself as a rule(1998:18)

s such, Agamben maintains the same structure
of paradorical assertions as Heidegger and Schmit
1f we go back to the problem of “distance” in the
age of online communication, it s now clear that the
very distinction between remoteness and neamess,
presence and absence, online and offine is what
Agamben calls “threshol”, where the former
and the latter are differentiating each other while
simultaneously intermingling with each other. How
should we then confront such a unique way of being
of online communication? If there is, at one place
one possibility that works against its opposing
possiilly, then “L s our task 10 use this possibiity
against i (Agamben 2000:115).

Recently, there is polemic among the relevant
parties of university education in Japan as to
whether classes should no more be conducted

online or not. Some say online classes are
indispensable for the prevention of infection
and others say offline classes are irreplaceable
for true education. Nevertheless, the notions of
“indispensable online classes’ and “irreplaceable
offline classes" are, however conflicting they may
sound, in essence nothing, for such a conflict has to
be resolved through sublation.

If we are o apply the traditional dichotomy of
“form" and “content” into online classes, then “form"
would be an online platform; “content’, the content
of classes. It is indeed our tendency to separate
“form" and "content” and let them oppose to each
other, and those who advocate for the irreplaceable
value of offine classes are exactly the paradigm of
Such thinking; for them, the supposedly appropriate
“content” of classes are necessarily against its
“form’, which s realized through online measures.
However, that such a dichotomy between “form"
and “content” s nothing is known from the following
passage by Hegel.

The differences themselves show themselves

1o be within a duplicated difference, at one
time as differences of content, while the one
extreme is the force reflected Into iself, and the
other extreme s the medium of the matters; at
another time as differences of form, while one
Solicits, the other is solicted, and the former
is active, whereas the latter is passive. [...]
In themselves the differences vanished as
differences of content and of form and, on the
side of form, according to the essence, the
active, the soliciting force, or what-is-existing-
fordtself, was the same as what, on the side of
the content, was the force driven back into itself
The passive, solicited, or what is existing-for-
an-other on the side of form, exhibits itself as
the same as that which on the side of content
tured out to be the universal medium of the
many matters. (2018:85)

How we ought to interpret this passage is a
diffcut question, but itis atleast clear that form and
content are n the relationship of action-reaction: the
soliciting force and the solicited force. Hegel states
elsewhere that the force is a soliciing one insofar as
itis solicited by the other, and the force is a solicited
one insofar as the other i solciing i.

The one which is soliciting is, for example,
posited as a universal medium and, in contrast,
the solicited one as the force driven back
However, the former is a universal medium itself
only as a result of the other being the force
that is diven back; or, the latter is instead the
one that is solicting for the former and is what
makes the former into a medium in the first
place. The former only has ils determinateness
through the other, and it i soliciting only insofar
asitis solcted by the other. (Ibidem:84)

In other words, the essence of form lies in the
essence of conlent, and the essence of content lies
in the essence of form. The dichotomy of form and
content s, therefore, not an ever-lasting struggle,

2
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each of their cameras turned on. In Photo 2, however,
one of our team members turned her camera off,
thereby concealing her own face. But this does not
mean that she ceases to be present. Rather, she
presents herself through concealing herself. Indeed,
“the face uncovers only and precisely inasmuch
as it hides, and hides to the extent to which it
uncovers'(Agamben 2000:94).

This sort of “philosophy of ambiguity” has a
genealogy from Carl Schmitt, Martin Heidegger,
through Giorgio Agamben, and such thinking
necessarily entails not only ontological or
epistemological but also political dimensions. The
following quote is from Schmitt discussing the nature.
of Soversign decision: “The decision on the exception
is a decision in the true sense of the word"(1985:6)
Attentive readers may notice that his words have
much commonality with Heidegger's words: *Every
decision, however, bases itself on something not
mastered, something concealed, confusing; else it
would never be a decision'(2001:53).

Here the meanings of ‘exception” and ‘something
concealed, confusing” can both be interpreted as
the one that lays out the condition of the possibiity
of “decision". But how can “something concealed”
be translated into a political dimension? What is
that which is concealed? According to Schmilt's
context, it would be the preexisting law and the
norm. Therefore, both philosophers seem 1o agree
that a decision comes from concealment o from the
suspension of law (in a Schitian sense). But then
what exactly is “decision”? To this Schift gives us a
clear answer: A constitution is not based on a norm
[.-]Itis based on a poliical decision’(2008:125).
Again, we have a paradoxical statement of
Carl Schmilt, just like Heidegger: namely, that a
constiution, or the entire legal system, is based on
the suspension of law. I other words, law becomes
law, when it is suspended. This is exactly the
assertion which Agamben inherits from Schmitt, as
can be seen in the quotes from some of his poltical
works: “in order to apply a norm it is ultimately

Proto-1

Proto2
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Philosophy of Ambiguity

Toward the New Paradigm of Online Communication

[Wle do not understand anything like [...] a
distance. We use the expression de-distancing
[...] De-distancing means making distance
disappear, making the being at a distance of
‘something disappear, bringing it near. Da-sein
is essentially de-distancing. [...] De-distancing
discovers remoteness. |...] Only because
beings in general are discovered by Da-sein in
their remoteness, do "distances” and intervals
‘among innerworldly beings become accessible
in relation to other things. (1996:97)

As such, when we feel the distance, that means.
we are already taking away the distance. In other
‘words, only by negating the distance can we acquire
the distance. This s paradoxical, but its implication
is this: in online communication we feel so much
distance between us, but the very fact that we feel

the distance shows that we have already taken
away the distance. Thus, in fact there is no distance
between us.

Let us think about one more point that is related
o online communication. In online communication,
of course there seems to be no presence of others.
Nobody would deny that. Yet is “presence” really
essential 1o its *being"? What is “presence’?
“Presence” is the situation in which one is appearing
in front of me. But according to Heidegger:

Appearance, as the appearance "of something,"
thus precisely does not mean that something
shows itself; rather, it means that something
makes itself known which does not show tself
(Ibidem:25-26)

Once again, we have a highly paradoxical
statement here. The very presence of others means
that they are not showing themselves. In other
words, presence means absence, and absence,
in tum, means presence. As our communication is
mediated by technology such as Zoom and WeChat,
the others appear to us somehow concealed
from us. But the very situation the others remain
concealed from us, that the others do not show
themselves, all the more implies that the others are
nothing but beings that are present. In other words,
they are there.

Photo 1 is a screenshot of the moment of our
group members’ communicating through WeChat
phone call function. There were four people with

20
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his year's EAA seminar was a little special
because of the epidemic, but n this activity, |

tried to think about the world around me and also
heard many interesting ideas. More important is to
harvest the friends of the University of Tokyo!
During the seminar, teachers from Peking University
and the University of Tokyo selected lecture
materials about western society to tell us how
Europe faced social upheaval in different historical
periods. Mr. Ouyang and Mr. Zhang Yongle from
PKU have introduced Liang Qichao, a Chinese
scholar, whose understanding of the drastic
changes in European saciely from the perspective
of his book "The European Journey”. On the other
hand, the lecture of Mr. Wang Qin from UTokyo,
based on a European philosopher's opinion on how
Soclety should respond to COVID-19, gave me
a deeper understanding of how western saciety
understands the epidemic and how society operates
in the epidemic. The teachers' explanation was very
insightful and led me to think about the coordinates
of East Asian society in world civiization, and how
we should fitin with the constantly changing world
around us.

‘The group presentation gave me an opportunity
1o have a pleasant communication with two lovely
friends from UTokyo. Our conversation was not
limited to the completion of the presentation. Oulside
the discussion of presentation, we exchanged our
feelings about our lives during COVID-19, and also
our views on the prevention measures taken by
the government. As the communication deepened,
we gradually opened up and talked about our
respective professional interests, future plans and
50 on. Through this exchange, for the first time |
felt the cultural differences among young peaple in
different societies, as well as the common topics
concerning study and the future.

It a great honor for me to join the EAA, where
I'not only got to know teachers and classmates from
different countries, but also exchanged valuable
ideas with them, which is even more precious to me
at a time when the epidemic is sweeping through
the world. | hope | can have more in-depth contact
and collsion of thoughts with teachers and pariners
of UTokyo in the future, and think about China,
Japan, and the East Asia where we live together!
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Professor CHEUNG Ching-Yuen is making a comment onthe Group 1s pressniation.
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Overview

With the COVID-19 pandemic ongoing, the EAA Summer Institute was held by vitually
connecting Beiing and Tokyo. Organized around the theme of *Personal Thoughts
and Experience under the Pandemic” [ S 2% / SRERTORM & £1],
we had a three-day program: an ice-breaking session on the fist day, lectures on the
second day, and group presentations held on the last day.

The lectures are as follows: first, Professors OUYANG Zhesheng and ZHANG
Yongle (PKU) explored the thought and experience of LIANG Qichao, an intellectual
in the transitional years of the early twentieth century. This joint presentation gave
partcular attention to Liang's “Ouyou xinying I jielu” (830 &%)  in which he
vividly describes the devastation of Europe incurred both by World War | and the so-
called Spanish flu. In the second lecture, Professor WANG Qin (UTokyo) considered
the Italian philosopher Giorgio Agamber's text on the COVID-19 pandemic in light of
his broader reflections on biopower and the state of exception. Both lectures touched
on a variety of moments in time and space, but equally shared common themes for
Us to ponder. The lectures were followed by group discussion and presentations. The
students formed five groups (four members in each group, two from each university),
and presented their own thoughts and experience in light of some of the theoretical
issues raised by the lectures.

EAAhas organized an initative to shape a curriculum that brings together students
from both universites, with the aim of cultivating common ground through readings.
and joint discussion of classical texts. This summer intitute was an attempt to pursue
this aim, even under the pandernic
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very symplom of the normal state of our society, as t asks us to
crtically reexamine the cultural, poliical, historical, theoretica,
and economic presuppositons underlying our intuitve reaction
against Agamben. We need to ask: when almost al nation-
states are appealing to the legtimacy of ‘securty” and “health”
1o transform, if not issolve, existing boundaries of domestic
and international rights, how should we reevaluate the
politico-philosophical assumptions and discourses that
Support the so-called ‘norm”? How 1o imagine a new form
offe—or rather, a multpity o forms of fe?

While listening to the thought-provoking student
presentations, | could not help feeling that, in the
current situation that is represented by globalism
and regionalism at the same time, we are so deeply
involved in difierent discursiv registers that, the term
experience” lself has to be recast repeatedly. This
‘Summer Instiute, to a great extent, is not so much
a*summary” of any general experience of the
participants as a radical experiment inviing us o
reconfigure our images of knowledge, thought.
and life. Which accords with the task of EAA:

namely, instead of limiting itself to “East Asian
studies” as area studies in the general sense,
where “East Asia’ is understood as a geographical
or geopolitical concept, EAA tries to reconsider
concepts, methods, strategies, and perspectives that
are universal—or rather, universalizing—from the
experience of East Asia

Finally, | want to thank the professors and the
staff who contributed a lot to this event, and without
whorm the whole thing would have been unimaginable.
My thanks go to the director of EAA, Professor Takahiro
Nakajima, the vice director of EAA, Professor Tsuyoshi
Ishi, and Associate Professor Chin-yuen Cheung; many
thanks to assistant professors at EAA, Yoojin Koo and
Seitaro Maeno, and Research Assistants at EAA, Yingzi
Zhang and Teng Hu. | hope that this event wil be a good
chance for the students at the Universily of Tokyo and Peking
University to establish productive connections with each other,
creating possibilties of new types of scholarship as well as new
Kinds of fe.
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Exploring New Forms of Life

As a joint academic program between the University of Tokyo and Peking University
East Asian Academy for New Liberal Arls (EAA) held the 2020 Summer Institute from
September 61 to 8th. Under the particular background of the “Covid-19" pandermic,
which has been spreading over the whole world for almost one year, this time the

Summer Instiute employed a hybrid form of communication: namely, five students
from the University of Tokyo came to the Komaba campus in person, while the
nstructors and students from Peking University accessed the event online. The main
topic of the institute, accordingly, is “Personal Thoughts and Experience under the
Pandemic." It aims at providing a platform for communication on which the students
and instructors can share their feelings, reflections, and stories during and concerning
the period of “lockdown." How to reconsider relations between the public and the
private, between scholarship and social problems in the present day? How to express
one's experience through the mediation of intellectual discourses while responding to
the different concers of different social fields? These problems, | believe, constitute
the basso ostinato of the event.

During the Summer Institute, Professors Yongle Zhang and Zhesheng Ouyang
from Peking University presented on “Thoughts on Travel to Europe,” written by
Liang Qichao, a famous Chinese intellectual in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century, while | was responsible for reading with the students a series of controversial
texts by the contemporary Halian philosopher Giorgio Agamben, in which “Covid-19"
is described as *an invention” used by the government as a pretext to justify its
normalization of a state of exception. Admitedly, as many ciitics have pointed out,
Agamben apparently underestimated the severity of the disease when he argued
that “Covi

19" was not much diferent from the normal flu. People have constantly
raised the objection that Agamben had lost his common sense, for limitations on
individual rights and the freedom of movement are necessary measures in protecting
people. But it is precisely out of objections like this, | think, that we can read the
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travelers embarking on this road together include ot only the participants of the East
Asia Academy for New Liberal Ars located in several different countries, but also
the leaders and staff of both universiies supporting our work, and the social forces
offering us munificent aid. As a representative of the University of Tokyo, particularly, |
appreciate the support from Daikin Industries, Ltd.

I sincerely hope tha all participants in this activity can gather together one day.
in the near future, congratulating the end of the pandemic, to imagine and pray for a
better world
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able to participate, | did participate in the discussion
of it W decided to present about the lives during
lockdown and did a brief comparison between the
situations in China and in Japan. Since | never had
atime to really do a research of the situation in both
countries, the topic was fascinating 1o me as well
During the discussions, we also leamed more about
each other, and | found that a precious experience
especially during nowadays world where travelling
and gathering are resricted.

Although SI 2020 was held on a tight schedule
for only three days, our communication did not last
there. After the session, Eiki asked me about how
I learned Spanish and we had a very Interesting
discussion around the topic of picking up a new
language and multinguist. Claudia also asked me
for an interview of prejudice existing between China
and Japan. Each of those experiences was a great
chance for me to learn about the others, but at the
same time, that was a chance for me to self-reflect
in a deeper manner. Though | had some opinions
towards each topic but verbalizing them shed light
o each one of them and | together wih the “others"
had the chance to see them clearly for the first time.
112020 therefore is a very meaningful session for
me, for it has taught me to see wider and deeper
through discussions.
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“salvation” of modern technology which enabled us
to maintain our lives at home, is equally hazardous.
This is not to deny that telecommunication services
and internet saved the effort it used to take to
complete our daily tasks. However, before being
intoxicated by the optimism that we are heading
for a better new world with iPhone in our hands, it
is important to stop and ask what we have lost and
how it was overweighed by what we gained. Just as
Benjamin Walder questioned how “reproducibleness™
(Reproduzierbarkeit) irrevocably mutated our
cognition of arts that was once unrepeatable,
contemporary philosophers should also ask the
questions such as: what happens when a few
actors, governmental and non-governmental,
etrieve, control, and capitalize our data? How will
our perception of the world change if we identify the
electronic signals that carries no more amount of
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information than suffices our needs to be deceived?
What happens if we perpetuate the lfestyle under
the pandemic (for example, Zoom meetings and
food catering) even after we extipale the disease?
Inthis way, we are faced with a conundrum that also
confronted Liang Qichao and his contemporaries:
a consensus has to be reached that science is not
the panacea, and we have to figure out what the
Solutions are to the problems left behind by the
ostensibly all-curing science.

There is no easy answer to any of the questions
above. In fact, we raised far more questions during
the whole session of the instilute than we answered.
However, we have been very closed to the core of
the humanilies science: to get to know the world
through asking, thinking, and dialoguing with those
belonging to different space and time.

lived in China, Japan, and the United States in our
team. The stories they told are far more complete
than the indifierent narratives and cold data on the
news,

Getting out of unconsciaus prejudice s painful,
and living in constant thinking and uncertainty is
anxious, but it allows us to truly experience the
confirmation of our survival. | hope the discussion
lasts long!
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western civilization on the calamitous *European
War.” However, although s fair to state that istory.
of the 19205 witnessed another rise of nationalism
and “self-strengthening® emotions in Chinese
Society, subsuming certain scholars into “eastern
(Chinese) camp® or “western camp* is clearly
inaccurate and ahistorical

From my perspective, the greatest takeover
from the lectures of the two professors flom Peking
University is nothing else but the overcoming of
the “eastern (Chinese)-wester® dichotomy. As
was introduced in Ouyou Xinying Lu, Liang Qichao
expressed a clear interest in the constitutionalist
institutions of Britain and the paiotism of France,
while he was fully aware of the abject plight that
haunted those living in post-war Europe. He
admitted the critcal role that “competition” played in
the expansion of capitalst economy, while he also
blamed the avaricious competition for geopoliical
interests as the culprit for the breakout of the
“European War." Besides, he also criticized the
omnipotence of “science’ (or kexue) while denying
the “bankruptey of science.” Progress in science
and technology itself does not necessarily bring
about the happiness of people. Poliical institutios,
both domestic and intenational, should be equally
factored into the future of the fledgling Chinese
republic.

Reflecting on Liang's contentions in his work, it
is an exacting while pointiess task to position Liang
as championing either of the “group” or “camp” n the.
debate. Liang in his work expressed his skepticism
about the “penchant for dichotomizing” in “wester
* Contrary to radical revolutionists
who tend to prefer a dichotomized worldview
and discourse, Liang believes the concepts of
reconcilabilty in Chinese philosophy provides not
only a plausible but also a responsible paradigm for
post-war Europe, the one deeply trapped in conflcts
but now commited o reconstruction

‘The aforementioned accounts by Liang Qichao
inspired me to reflect on the fear of “universal
values" or “universality” that permeates today's

civilization.

China. The zero-sum nature of the class struggle
theory in modem communism galvanized China into
perceiving “universal" as an ideological incursion
from the outside. A country that worships radicalism
more often remembers extremist revolutionists
rather than moderate reformists. In this way,
although Liang’s advice for Europe to “reconcile”
originates from Chinese philosophy, China s no less
needy of his aphorism as ifs westem counterparts.
Therefore, understanding Liang Qichao in a way
that transcends the political discourse in today's
China is undoubledy difficult, but the benefit such
understanding brings to us is commensurate with
the effort it takes.

Giorgio Agamben also raised a series of
questions centered around scientism with regard
to the administrative response to the COVID-19
pandemic around the world: are we really OK
with a regime that locks us at home and an
undercut version of life experience that was
sarcastically “enabled” by the well-celebrated
modern technology? The panderic clearly revealed
the vulnerability of democracy and rule of law to
administrative power: by agitating the fear among
the public of the contagiousness of a disease, the
government could pracically restrict the freedom
of people going out of their residence without
Substantial check from any democratic institutions.
The legal declaration of state of emergency, though
considered as an extremely rare “exception”
that deviates from constitutional principles, was
implemented in such an effortiess way during this
pandemic that made the “exceptionalness” of its
practice dubious. Therefore, the coronavirus crisis
revealed that the line of demarcation between *norm"
and “aberration” can be dangerously blurry. The
governmental transgression on human rights and
the degeneration of our society into totalitarianism
has always been with us however well the
democracy seems to function during the “normal®
times,

Apart from our unwarranted overconfidence,
in modern democracy, the gratefulness for the
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he worldvide breakout of COVID-19 pandemic
left us with a long list of crises unsolved and
questions unanswered. The EAA Summer Instiute,
which was supposed to witness the students from
the University of Tokyo assembling at the invigorated
campus at Peking University, was rendered
exemplifying how COVID-18 could victimize
‘academic events into virual meetings with faceless
participants communicating with undistinguishable
electronic signals. However, there are stil things
remaining real and true despite others becoming
virtual and specious. It must be confessed that we
are having an undermined version of academic
experience, and that the reduction of voices and
countenance into acoustic and visual signals
transmitted through Zoom have raised more than a
few concerns. But meanwhile, the pandemic, with its
concomitant sense of crisis emerging in al aspects
of modern life, intimidated us into confronting
number of ilegitimacy in what we took for granted
that were about to pass into oblivion.
The Summer Institute, to which the facul
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R, RREETREDURRAE R, RERY
 Zoom 5, RERMBRIHTASHTEARY
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and students from the most prestigious colleges
in China and Japan are committed during this
summer, is aimed to explore the following question:
ifthe pandemic is a wake-up call, what s this wake-
up call for? Professor OUYANG Zhesheng and
Professor ZHANG Yongle from Peking University
delivered two lectures on Liang Qichao's record
o his trip 1o Europe in relation with the debates in
China over westernization and scientism. Professor
WANG Qin provided an account of the far-reaching
influence of COVID-19 on the political sphere
by Giorgio Agamben. Student-led discussions
and presentations on their experience under the
pandemic followed the lectures by faculty members.
‘The First World War and its apocalypti results
on the European continent became a trigger of
the long-lasting debates over the superiority of
western and eastern (Chinese) culture in China
during and after the New Cultural Movement in
the 1920s. Scholars who used to advocate for an
entire westernization in China were lambasted by
the critics who grounded their resentment towards
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philosophers to compare with Agamben's thoughts.
Al of these have enriched my knowledge and invited
me to assess different policies during the pandemic
in a brand new way. The next day's presentations
further opened my eyes to a multiplicity of mindsets
and perspectives. Groups respectively linked
the pandemic to conceptual distance, personal
experiences, partisanship and so forth, and ideas
kept sparkling in the discussion, comments and
communication afterward. I'd never imagined that
we could unfold the crisis of COVID-19 pandermic in
Such a variety of manners, and that deepened my
understanding of many current issues, especially
those happening far away overseas.

The other part that left a huge impact on
me was the people | met. To be frank, | worried
whether | could cope with all the EAA courses
when | was admitted back in May, since among
the 10 students on PKU's side, | was the only one
from the department of economics, while others
all have professional humanities or social science
background. However, my anxiety was dispelled
during the three-day Summer Institute, and | even
came to realize that | could contribute to the joint
classes with innovative combinations of East Asian
studies and my major, while learning from other's
perspectives of their own professional background

Inthe ica-breaking sesson,
Group 2 members ae talking o each other
about the Summar nsite aheat.

2

And that understanding was totally inspired by
people | met during the three-day Summer Institute.
My groupmate, a senior from the department of
economics at UTokyo, tried to elaborate a political
topic with insight of Japanese market he leart
from one of his earlier economic courses. Another
Senior from the US impressed me with her profound
insight of East Asian sociely. As an “outsider.” she
has remarkably good command of East Asian
languages and cultures, and I reckon her original
cultural background had served as a reference
point and promoted her appreciation of different
societal values. Actually everyone in the Summer
Institute had very rich experiences and touched me
in different ways, and it's a pity | could only write
down two of them due to the limited space. But
their influence on me is everlasting, and | really
appreciate that they granted me the courage and
confidence to complete the EAA program.

‘September 8, 2020, was also my 19th birthday,
1 stil remember what | wrote down as the summary
of both the past three days and 18 years: “I've been
exploring the proper direction of my lfe for a long
time, though I'm stil on my way, the serendipitous
encounter with the EAA program opened a new
window for me, and after the Summer Institute, |
know for sure that it wil alter my lfe.”
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September 8 was the first EAA aclivity that I've
ever participated in, and it totally measured up to
my expectations. As short as three days were, | was
granted loads of reffeshed knowledge and precious
memory.

What impressed me most were the leclures and
presentations. For starters, the materials brought me
into brand new topics that Id seldom paid attention
to before, and | found them very fascinating during
the preview. Then, all the lectures, presentations,
and discussions amplified the fascination. Liang's
perception was confined to his time, but also very
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pioneering at that time, which | felt ntrigued and
astonished at first sight. Elucidating the most
meaningful parts of Liang's book, Prof. Ouyang and
Prof. Zhang combined history with contemporary
social ssues, and evoked our deep thoughts about
many aspects that the COVID-19 pandemic will
change. The perspective of Agamben was rather
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Yet having questioned his essay for nearly a month,
I came to comprehend it under the instruction of
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the angle of biopolitcs, which | hadn' understood
thoroughly before, and quoted warks by other
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Day 0: Sunday, September 6, 2020
Pre-session for Ice-breaking

Day 1: Monday, September 7, 2020
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WANG Qin (EAA Project Lecturer)

General Discussion

Day 2: Tuesday, September 8, 2020
Group Presentations
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valuable experience to scrutinize how the world
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is, online technology makes human communication
unlimited and limited at the same time.

One advantage of online communication is.
that whoever has the Internet connection can
communicate anywhere. That is why apps like
Zoom attract people’s attention at the moment of
this pandemic. People can chat with friends and
families, attend or give lectures, open conferences
and even have parties and events, all without going
out. The technology of online communication tools
are becoming more common than ever, and these
tools wil remain as an important part of human lives
even after the pandemic.

On the other hand, interacting online does not
always mean people are connected closely. Fistly,
as a matter of course, people are still physically
separated when using online technology. As
‘Agamben mentioned in his text, only focusing on
naked life neglects the social aspect of human
life. If people only use online technology, they may
lose physical communication. Secondly, online
technology like Zoom can also possibly divide
people mentally. Unlike face-to-face interaction,
people can easily turn off their videos and mute
themselves at any time. They can readily hide
their presence. I is true that, even in the in-person
communication, similar things happen. For example,
even when several people physically get together,
if one person doesn'tjoin the conversation at all
or is excluded from their chat, that person might
ot be present or separated from others. However,
what matters is that, in online communication, the
difference of presence and absence is far more
ambiguous. If one lurks in the chatroom with the
Sound muted and video off, it hard to tel that quiet
person is mentally present or not.

When using online communication, it feels as if
participants are connected thanks to technology, but
actually there can be physical and especially mental
distance. Speaking of lectures by UTokyo, this is
why UTokyo is trying to combine both in-person and
online methods to provide its students the chance
1o closely interact with professors and classmates

while ensuring safety. Professors try to dissolve the
mental distance among students by using Breakout
Room. Students try to show their presence by
speaking out, turning on their videos, showing the
reaction icons and typing their messages. The new
style of classes during severe epidemics should
make use of the advantages of online technology
and also dissolve the physical and mental gaps both
by technology and outside technology.

What Does Personal Experience Mean?

Finally, this part briefly notes what “personal”
means. As its theme was *Personal thoughts &
Experience under the Pandemic’, | learned a lot
about “personal”

First, | should consider my personal experience
important. The Covid-19 pandemic is merely one
page in the history just like the black death and
Spanish flu. However, this pandemic personally
affected my life so dynamically. For instance, |
experienced how indispensable interacting with my
people face to face. | started cooking and reading
at home. | realized this pandemic wil be the last
chance I can spend plenty of time staying with
my parents. In this program | also found out other
students in Japan and China experienced a similar
hard time with lockdown and isolation. | often focus
more on social affairs such as Japanese policy
toward the Covid-19 pandemic and worldwide
severe depression which ensues the pandemic,
but my personal experience during the pandemic
matters, too. | shouldn't forget what | thought and
experienced now.

Second, “personal” is totally different from
“private’. Personal things are not something to hide
but o share. It great to show my personal thought
and experience 1o let my people know more about
who | really am.

Summery

This was the first time | attended the class
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the transition of the world situation from the
Congress of Vienna to the Trealy of Versailles
and how Liang Qichao observed the world and
China at that time. When the Vienna Protocol
was established, European countries considered
solidarity important. Until World War |, *Europe
was free because itis divided", said one of the
professors. The European countries aimed to
suppress the national movement of revolution raised
by republicanism and working class. However,
this system corrupted in the 20th century. Since
Europe was divided and the world did not have the
united organization, nothing could stop the invasion
by the German Empire. Moreover, the worldwide
System at that time did not work to curb the miltary
development outside Europe, especially Japan
and the US. Therefore, the League of Nations was
founded in 1920,

In the second lecture, the sovereign was one
important topic to scrutinize lockdown as a potical
method to curb the pandemic. First, the lecture
reviewed the basic concept of sovereign, which
is the contract between citizens and government.
The citizens leave some freedom in the hand of
government and the government will secure their
fights. Therefore, based on this original concept, itis
controversial whether lockdown during this Covid-19
pandemic is justifiable method to protect people’s
fundamental lives or unjust as it excessively restricts
people’s freedom. Agamben claims in his discourse
that governments executing lockdown focus too
much on naked life and ignore the social aspect of
human .

In my opinion, regarding unity and sovereignty,
the ultimate ideal is that all the countries should
be united as one sovereign. | am definitely sure
that unity is necessary especially during severe
hardship like this pandemic. Nevertheless, right now
| feel the world is getting more and more divided.
In July 2020, the US officially announced that they
will withdraw from WHO. This news reminds me of
the history that Japan withdrew from the League of
Nations in 1933. Spliting up within the unity cannot

be beneficial to the world. If the US is suspicious
about WHO, the US should rather stay at WHO and
reform i

What is more, sovereignty is very important
at the time of a pandemic. Because each country
has a different policy to deal with Covid-19, each
Sovereign is heavily responsible for its people. For
example, since the cases of Covid-19 in ltaly and
Spain increased exponentiall, their governments
had no choice but to impose lockdown quickly.
While China can readily impose lockdown since
its government has relatively strong power over
people, Japanese government doesn't even have
power to practice lockdown. Since each country has
a different politcal system and epidemic situation,
one method successful in a certain country does
ot necessarily work i the same way in another
country. The unity like the UN and WHO should
be the place where all the countries discuss the
fundamental method to deal with the Covid-19
pandemic such as sharing knowledge about the
coronavirus and developing vaceines, but it s each
Sovereign that decides how exactly to protect its
people. Lastly, unity and sovereignty are of course
ot completely different. If all the countries can get
together as one unity it means that the whole world
is one sold sovereign.

Technology as
New Communication Tool

The Covid-19 pandemic brought me an
unexpected chance to rethink technology. This
section mainly focuses on communication
technology like the Zoom app. Just at the beginning
of this pandemic, | thought technolagy like Zoom
is just state-of-the-art and useful communication
tool. However, as | have used Zoom for about half
a year, | realized that the deep relationship between
online communication tools and humans is more
important than | ever considered. Through this
summer program did | leam both the positive and
negalive aspects of communication technology. That
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this epidemic through this program, lectures and
discussion with the students both from Japan and
China. The second reason was that this program
would be a great opporturity for me to think about
the future in 30 years. Even though it s difficult to
even imagine how the near future is during this
uncertain worldwide crisis, | stil suppose that | must
consider how the workd in 30 years wil be, or more
precisely, how the world should be in 30 years.
When World War | just ended, most people didn't
expect that even a more severe war would break
outin 30 years, but World War II did break out.
Therefore, for example, there is a possibilty that
the world wil suffe from another, even more severe
pandemic. | was sure that this EAA program would
be a valuable chance to think of how to avoid such
a devastating crisis as the new pandemic in the
future.

“This report consists of four parts to summarize.
the various things | have learned through this
course: Normalit, unity and sovereign, technology
and what personal means.

Normality

The Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 is not an
exception to our normality but just a new part of
people's normal Ife. This i the essenial perspective:
1leamed through this summer program regarding
normaliy. People have to regard this pandemic as
normality.

o begin with, in the second lecture, Professor
Wang explained what exceplions and examples are
according to Giorgio Agamben. In his discourse,
Agamben articulated the governments n the worid
during this pandemic “use a state of exception as
a norma paradigm”. Hence one main point in the
second lecture was what excepton” and “paradigm”
realy ae.

Regarding paradigm, Agamben describes that
paradigm is example, and example is something
particular and universal at the same time. On
one hand, examples have to be particular 1o help

somebody easily and simply understand the
essential concept. On the other hand, example is
universal since example must be a matter of course:
and naturally fit the essence.

s for exception, Agamben oes not think that
exception is completely separated from normality.
On the contrary, he describes that exception is
excluded from the normal state but still a part of
normalit. Exceplion eventually tums into normality.

Actually, most people all over the would have
experienced the feature of example and this relation
between exception and normality. This Covid-19
pandemic is so unprecedented tha the governments
all over the world don't know what the best method
to overcome this devastating crisis is. The world
never has been faced with such a worldwide and
devastating pandemic and did not have time to
prepare for such a crisis. This pandemic cannot be
Solved by induction or deduction. The way each
country tackles this pandemic is an example, and
some examples can be the key for other countries
1o figure out the proper reaction to this pandemic. In
addition, because of the Covid-19 pandemic, most
people have lost their normal life such as freely
going out without necessarily wearing masks or
always caring about social distancing introduced
after this pandemic, traveling around foreign
countries, going to school every day to attend
classes, and just meeting friends and families as
usual. People lost these normal states due 1o this
exceptional crisis. However, at the same time,
people have 1o accept this pandemic and create
their new lfestyle as the new normality.

Unity and Sovereign in The World

The two words, unity and sovereign, have
been essential terms to poliically discuss the world
situation in modern history. Even nowadays these
two keywords are il important to think about the
future. This part shows what | leared about unity
and sovereignty through this program.

I the firs lecture, the two professors explained
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Introduction

n September 2020, EAA Summer Institute was.
held with the participants both online an
person, the theme of which was “Personal thoughts

& Experience under the Pandemic”. There were
mainly two reasons | applied for ths program. First,
I wanted to achieve a broader view to consider how
to overcome this Covid-19 pandemic. | expected
I could learn how the world is doing to tackle
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ifferent feelings of participating The duration of this pandemic

Influence: postive or negative?

Group 5 is making a presantation
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