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Forward to the Series ‘
of EAA Forums

New Scholarship from the Forest of Komaba

Ishii Tsuyoshi (EAA Deputy Director)

This series of forums from the East Asian Academy commenced with
the forum entitled “World Human Studies”, which was hosted on
December 9% 2019. The initial forum laid out the agenda of this series

as follows.

[Purpose]

Currently, globalization is entering a new phase. Conflicts resulting
from the borderless movement of humans, things, and information have
created instability in the institutions and values that have defined
modernity. Compounding this situation is the arrival of several notable
factors: the technological society of the so—called fourth industrial revo-
lution, the crisis of sustainability of human life and the ecological
systems of the earth related to climate change, and the blurring of the
boundaries that define ‘life’ as a result of developments in medicine and
biotechnology.

We find ourselves wondering what shape the world in which we
now live, not to mention that of the future, will take. As the ways in
which have constructed our image of the world — views that until
recently have rarely been questioned — appear to be increasingly
dysfunctional, we have to reconsider the world in which we live and
open ourselves to the power of imagination in order to create and

nurture a new vision of the world. At the same time, our current



situation compels us to redefine what is "human.” As human beings in
the present, we have become what we are not only through our
relationship with nature but also through our relationship with artificial
entities such as machines and networks of information. Ethnicity,
nationality, gender, class, individuality, health, life and death,
environment, technology, and institutions, are all among the conditions
that constitute what it is to be human and which then must be
reexamined in the contemporary situation. This reevaluation is
inseparable from the construction of a new vision of the world.

Therefore, we term the new arts, ones that reexamine what it
means to be human while imaging the world, “World Human Studies.”
Here “world” not only refers to the totality of existing regions claimed
by nation—states and coalitions but it also encompasses all that we as
humans can comprehend. However, we must likewise understand that
what underlies this “world” is that which lies beyond our imagination.
In order to create a new order for our world it is necessary to start by
thinking about what the world is from a perspective that incorporates
that which is beyond the world (nature per se, the fields of divinity and
spirituality). In what we call “Human Studies” we desire to draw from
all learning and education that can imagine and foster “new human
beings.” In this way we seck precisely a scholarship and way of sup-
porting talents that is not limited to modern classifications of disciplines
into the humanities, the social sciences, and the natural sciences but is
rather based on concept of liberal arts that we find exists in the original
practice of scholarship.

"World Human Studies” is a new frontier in scholarship. As a
frontier exists at the edges rather than the center of the existing world
order, it cannot help but to act in transforming the existing order. In this
way, Japan as a country that has experienced both the traditions of Asian
and European modernity is uniquely situated on this frontier. We aspire
to see Komaba in its role as a frontier of the University of Tokyo help to

lead the world in the new arts of "World Human Studies  as a responsi-
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ble member of the global community.
The inaugural forum at Komaba was planned as the opening of this new

perspective of “World Human Studies” .

This is truly an extraordinary project, and although it may sound
like a fantastic dream, we do not see it in this way. I believe that
reexamining the “world” and “human beings” as a basis and placing
our faith in the university where this investigation is to be carried out
—thus initiating a change of the university itself — will be the most
realistic and most urgent issue for those of us whose lives are part of the
university. Following Jacques Derrida, we might say that the particular
significance of the university lies with those who ‘profess  the future of
the world and humanity — namely, the assembly of professors,
researchers, and academics. I want to combine this idea with Confucius’s
teaching that “it is man who is capable of broadening the way, not the
way capable of broadening man”. The “way  becomes what it is precise-
ly because it is our act of walking itself, extending into the future.
Furthermore, the truth lies precisely in the futuristic nature of walking
along this path. Here, rather than being limited to an individualistic act,
“walking” should be an act of humans working together.

Starting with the forum of “World Human Studies,” we, located in
the forest of Komaba, have decided to publish a series of forums discus-
sing the vast perspectives offered by this new scholarship. These are not
grand symposiums. Instead, they are intimate yet deep conversations. In
other words, given the importance of this topic to the changes taking
place in the world around us, I hope that the process involving these

’

conversations is an action that takes its time in a hurry.

June 14, 2020
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3. The law-science-technology-society (LSTS )nexus :
Turning an academic challenge into a challenging
teaching & learning approach (4 ¥~NJL - 0O KRr)

JARY ToXIEOVT, WAVALEIFTTWLATTIINRED, KoTWw
¥ LTo SMHITHG OB THRZ HERIZOWTSTS, ¥4 VA -
T7/0Y— I IT 4 — L) BENPLFERTEIRITLE BV
¥

To understand the complex connections between law and
technology in our contemporary societies represents a significant
academic challenge. ‘Law and Technology’ is indeed a broad topic.
When, why and how do these two institutions clash? Or cooperate?
Such questions can be addressed from a variety of perspectives.
Today, however, I would like to focus on education and discuss one
aspect in particular, namely : the relevance of STS as a method to
teach Law beyond its home-discipline, in non-monodisciplinary
frameworks. Precisely, this short presentation interweaves my own
experience (i. e. a rather recent professional move from the Graduate
School of Law to the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences) with
analysis of how emergent approaches to the Law-Science-
Techonology-Society (LSTS) nexus may provide a vantage point
for teaching Environmental Legal Studies in multi- or interdiscipli-
nary frameworks.

Typically, legal scholars and Law School teachers approach law and
technology matters through the use of compartmentalized subject
areas, from the traditional intellectual property topics to biotechnol-
ogy law or cyberlaw. The law school curriculum generally reflects this
categorization. For instance,the Harvard Law School offerings
related to science and technology are grouped into such clusters.
More recently, however, it has been suggested that a deeper

understanding of intersections between law, science, and technology
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3. The law-science-technology-society (LSTS)nexus : Turning an academic challenging teaching & learning approach (4 ¥ + Y k)

1Y - YAFIR

can be developed and that new synergies between scholarship in
socio-legal studies (SLS) and science and technology studies (STS)
should help explore the interactions between law and technology from
a broader perspective.

To start with, let’'s have a rapid look at both fields of inquiry. The
particular school of scholarship labeled STS, in reference to the social
scientific approach to studying science, encompasses a wide range of
ideas and approaches. Interestingly, several strands of STS, including
early STS researchers, highlight the importance of law. Sheila
Jasanoff is well known for having been covering STS work on law :
the intersections between law, science, and technology have figured
prominently in her research since her earliest (co-authored) book,
Controlling Chemicals. According to her, law is a powerful instrument
for articulating and reaffirming what societies expect from science
and technology. Her works show how law shapes our understandings
of evidence and proof, invention and ownership, acceptable risk, and
ethical responsibility ; she also demonstrates that legal processes are
deeply implicated in both knowledge production and the governance

of technology. The regulation or ‘governance’ of technological risk has
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attracted particular interest among STS scholars. For instance, some
STS studies have focused on the epistemology of regulation and
contributed to shed further light on the highly contingent character of
so-called ‘regulatory science’ (i. e. scientific knowledge created with a
regulatory purpose ). Another significant question raised by STS
studies is how regulation impacts on emerging technologies, for
example in sectors such as energy and the environment. Finally,
regarding the relation between regulation and innovation, some STS
studies have shown that legal regulation is not always lagging behind
but that it can also shape in advance the ‘rules of the game’ of material
technology. For its part, the field of socio-legal studies explores how
‘the social’ mediates intersections between law and technology-for
example, how legal provisions regulating the application of technologi-
cal innovations are interpreted. Socio-legal research has also pointed
out the importance of values, in particular, the value of participatory
decision making, in determining technology choice, especially when
risky technologies are at stake. As it appears, both STS and SLS
perceive ‘the social” as inextricably intertwined with the material and
explore material structures embodying social relations and vice-versa.
Hence, the need to examine how intersections between LSTS produce
regulatory effects in specific instances. Reflecting upon possible
synergies between socio-legal studies (SLS) and Science and
Technology Studies (STS) remains a stimulating academic endeav-
or, but does such an attempt have any implication from an educational
perspective?

Here, I would like to briefly discuss a series of courses I have been
developing over the past three years. When I started to teach at the
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, my main concern was how to
teach Environmental Legal Studies to students with different
backgrounds, obviously interested in the legal perspective but not
necessarily planning to specialize in legal studies or become a lawyer.

As it appeared to me, developing synergies between STS and
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3. The law-science-technology-society (LSTS) nexus : Turning an academic challenging teaching & learning approach (4 # « Y k)

socio-legal studies (SLS) would take my classes down a different
path than the traditional approaches to rules and law-making
processes usually taught at the Faculty of Law or Law School. My first
exposure to STS is actually quite recent. However,as I was looking
for insights into the scientific and technological issues examined in my
courses ‘Society and Institutions’ (Junior Division) as well as Law
and the Environment’ and ‘Development and the Environment’
(Senior Division), it rapidly made sense to me to draw on the latest
social scientific accounts of science & technology knowledge and
practice, including the LSTS nexus.

Basically, all my courses depart from a generic environmental law
course, and seek to address ‘Law and/in the Anthropocene’ in its
various aspects. In so doing, they both question the standard
distinction made between the natural and the human/artificial/tech-
nological, and explore how contemporary legal reasoning and
decision-making processes deal with the disintegration of such
divides. Delivered in English at both the under- and postgraduate
level, these cross-listed courses are designed for a mixed classroom
composed of Japanese and International students enrolled in either
the Environmental Sciences or the Humanities & Social Sciences
track. These classes have in common to address one core question,
namely : How the law-science-technology-society relationship has
been developing, and how it has been shaping the ‘socio-material
worlds’ that we create and inhabit. Throughout the semester, and
while examining a variety of topics, students explore the many ways
in which techno-scientific change impacts upon legal systems
(including outside the Western developed world) and how, recipro-
cally, legal norms and standards shape techno-scientific change.
Typically, classes revolve around questions such as : (1) How do law,
science, technology, and society interact to create new socio—-material
realities? Why do some realities become dominant and what part do

legal processes play? (2) How are standards, measurement regimes,
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and ethical positions built into law and regulation? (3) How do legal
classifications develop, expand or get disrupted, and how do they
‘match’ the institutions of legal enforcement? (4) How is law
constituted by socio-materiality? (5) How technological develop-
ment challenges social norms across jurisdictions in emerging and
developing economies? My courses address these questions from the
vantage point of specific thematic, geographical, and jurisdictional
domains. A number of topics are explored as different sites of
synthesis between law, science, technology and the wider socio-mate-
rial world. Depending on the class, examined issues include : (1)

Governance of the Commons ; (2) Nature rights and Ecocide ; (3)

Climate change-related risks ; (4) Geo-engineering : (5)

Biotechnology regulation ; (6) Cybersecurity ; (7) Natechs (natu-
ral disasters triggering technological disasters ) ;: and so forth.
Correspondingly, a number of regulatory processes, mechanisms,
instruments, normative practices, as well as different forms and levels
of governance, are envisioned, for instance : (1) Earth-system
governance ; (2) New forms of planetary stewardship and their
reliance on transnational and global standards: (3) the Climate
change regime and its various components and dynamics, including
climate change litigation ; (4) adaptive governance of disaster : (5)

science diplomacy and the role of science-policy interfaces or
boundary organizations in the development of regulatory science ;

(6) the growing importance of public-private partnerships : and so
forth.

In these courses, science and technology can be seen not only as an
object of law, but also as a means (sometimes unintended) of
engendering new laws and legal understandings. By the end of the
semester, what usually emerges is a sense in which technological and
legal orderings frequently co-produce each other. Through various
topics discussed across different jurisdictions, students progressively

realize that classification corresponds to a fundamental meaning-mak-
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3. The law-science-technology-society (LSTS) nexus : Turning an academic challenging teaching & learning approach (4 # « Y k)

ing social activity ; in the same way, classroom discussions address
the notions of legal reform, development, and adaptation, as well as
path-dependence of existing regulatory regimes, which sometimes
result in new or extended regimes, sometimes not.

A few words to conclude. STS has acquired a certain cachet in the
academy. However, it had not been fully successful in establishing
itself institutionally as a discipline in universities. This is even more
the case for the socio-legal studies. The ongoing development of
synergies between these two fields of scholarship could nevertheless
contribute to significantly enrich higher education in the so-called
‘technological era’ . In fact, while the relationships between law,
science, technology, and society are becoming simultaneously more
complex, the need for clearly interdisciplinary educational programs
is increasing. In that sense, a LSTS community could contribute
further to the understanding of these interactions and, in so doing,
could also open new institutional perspectives on how to translate in
terms of new courses, innovative syllabi and teaching methods the

academic cross—fertilizations that such a field obviously represents.

G”.EH% VAORDEEEBREEDEFZ S DDPVWENSBVEL 7“:0)\
». JI—/ - Z kb =—)JL (Bruno Latour) HH U7RIZHESE S
RMCBRINTUCEWVWSER T, RHRZIEEVTE ELWT &
bEofcl &, TESTFEBUEBMERICE > T WM ICHERDEL
TR 57 W, D&XD, scientific facts are structured through
society ; whether it has been well structured should be judged
based on how the facts are being structured. Bruno Latour also
invents and argues on Actor-network-theory : that complex and
changing non-static different actors and its agency should be
understood as "node" of the network. In other words, we are only
looking at the particular "node" that we recognize. The problem here
is how we are going to set a new node between the % & 3%,
e | think that X7 7 0O—F always has some kind of a priori
understanding or some kind of a biased view exists before the
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object in question that is going to be studied and analysed. So there
is always an imbalance between the observed and the observer.
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O K Maybe just a short remark. So I took this topic actually, this

reflection about technology to try to reflect again on how to teach a
discipline but not necessarily in this discipline-related faculty or
graduate school. So my main concern as I briefly explained was to how
to teach law beyond its home discipline. So outside faculty of law, not
necessarily in any graduate school of law and while taking this
opportunity to teach law mean discipline in a way, but beyond its own
discipline namely so in the college and graduate school of arts and
sciences encourages me to explore this discipline as it relates to other
fields of enquiry and to step outside law as taught in graduate school
of law or at law school.

So these kind of immersion in graduate school of arts and sciences,
they strongly encouraged me to explore my own discipline but from
different perspectives and again not necessarily, for example, from the
perspective of comparative law or from the perspective of critical
legal studies which is quite classical including in the faculty of law, but
stepping out a bit further and then teaching law to students, not
necessarily interning to specializing legal studies obviously encour-
aged me to explore this field of STS as pedagogy. So as a site in order
to reflect from a more critical perspective than can be done by

comparatives, for example, on legal instruments, legal arrangements,
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legal processes, legal reasoning and so forth and try to convey these
critical stances to students. But again my main question was and is
still how to teach law beyond its own discipline, yes.
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6. EdTech with Cognitive Science : KHKDFU = AT x BAINE < ToT ? (BI—J)
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6. EdTech with Cognitive Science : KHKDFU = AT x BAINE < ToT ? (BI—J)
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6. EdTech with Cognitive Science : KHKDFU = AT x BAINE < ToT ? (BI—J)
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6. EdTech with Cognitive Science : KHKDFU = AT x BAINE < ToT ? (BI—J)
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