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Forward to the Series ‘
of EAA Forums

New Scholarship from the Forest of Komaba

Ishii Tsuyoshi (EAA Deputy Director)

This series of forums from the East Asian Academy commenced with
the forum entitled “World Human Studies”, which was hosted on
December 9% 2019. The initial forum laid out the agenda of this series

as follows.

[Purpose]

Currently, globalization is entering a new phase. Conflicts resulting
from the borderless movement of humans, things, and information have
created instability in the institutions and values that have defined
modernity. Compounding this situation is the arrival of several notable
factors: the technological society of the so—called fourth industrial revo-
lution, the crisis of sustainability of human life and the ecological
systems of the earth related to climate change, and the blurring of the
boundaries that define ‘life’ as a result of developments in medicine and
biotechnology.

We find ourselves wondering what shape the world in which we
now live, not to mention that of the future, will take. As the ways in
which have constructed our image of the world — views that until
recently have rarely been questioned — appear to be increasingly
dysfunctional, we have to reconsider the world in which we live and
open ourselves to the power of imagination in order to create and

nurture a new vision of the world. At the same time, our current



situation compels us to redefine what is "human.” As human beings in
the present, we have become what we are not only through our
relationship with nature but also through our relationship with artificial
entities such as machines and networks of information. Ethnicity,
nationality, gender, class, individuality, health, life and death,
environment, technology, and institutions, are all among the conditions
that constitute what it is to be human and which then must be
reexamined in the contemporary situation. This reevaluation is
inseparable from the construction of a new vision of the world.

Therefore, we term the new arts, ones that reexamine what it
means to be human while imaging the world, “World Human Studies.”
Here “world” not only refers to the totality of existing regions claimed
by nation—states and coalitions but it also encompasses all that we as
humans can comprehend. However, we must likewise understand that
what underlies this “world” is that which lies beyond our imagination.
In order to create a new order for our world it is necessary to start by
thinking about what the world is from a perspective that incorporates
that which is beyond the world (nature per se, the fields of divinity and
spirituality). In what we call “Human Studies” we desire to draw from
all learning and education that can imagine and foster “new human
beings.” In this way we seck precisely a scholarship and way of sup-
porting talents that is not limited to modern classifications of disciplines
into the humanities, the social sciences, and the natural sciences but is
rather based on concept of liberal arts that we find exists in the original
practice of scholarship.

"World Human Studies” is a new frontier in scholarship. As a
frontier exists at the edges rather than the center of the existing world
order, it cannot help but to act in transforming the existing order. In this
way, Japan as a country that has experienced both the traditions of Asian
and European modernity is uniquely situated on this frontier. We aspire
to see Komaba in its role as a frontier of the University of Tokyo help to

lead the world in the new arts of "World Human Studies  as a responsi-
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ble member of the global community.
The inaugural forum at Komaba was planned as the opening of this new

perspective of “World Human Studies” .

This is truly an extraordinary project, and although it may sound
like a fantastic dream, we do not see it in this way. I believe that
reexamining the “world” and “human beings” as a basis and placing
our faith in the university where this investigation is to be carried out
—thus initiating a change of the university itself — will be the most
realistic and most urgent issue for those of us whose lives are part of the
university. Following Jacques Derrida, we might say that the particular
significance of the university lies with those who ‘profess  the future of
the world and humanity — namely, the assembly of professors,
researchers, and academics. I want to combine this idea with Confucius’s
teaching that “it is man who is capable of broadening the way, not the
way capable of broadening man”. The “way  becomes what it is precise-
ly because it is our act of walking itself, extending into the future.
Furthermore, the truth lies precisely in the futuristic nature of walking
along this path. Here, rather than being limited to an individualistic act,
“walking” should be an act of humans working together.

Starting with the forum of “World Human Studies,” we, located in
the forest of Komaba, have decided to publish a series of forums discus-
sing the vast perspectives offered by this new scholarship. These are not
grand symposiums. Instead, they are intimate yet deep conversations. In
other words, given the importance of this topic to the changes taking
place in the world around us, I hope that the process involving these

’

conversations is an action that takes its time in a hurry.

June 14, 2020
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